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MAHESH NAIK
PRINCIPAL, ORGAND SPACE

Geo

NOW | AM ALONE WHILE SETTING QUT
FOR MY DESTINATION... SOMEDAY, OTHERS
WILL JOIN ME ALONG THE WAY, AND IT
WILL BECOME A CARAVAN ,,

While deciding on a career for
Mahesh Kaik was weighing chem|
engineering a

architecture as his options
Thanks ti his instincts — and what he refers
thr balanee tilted in
favour of the laiter. Though he encolled for

a bachelor's degres in architechars from
Fillai's Codlege of Archftecture, he found
himsell frustrabed with the course. *1 was not

10 as pare chanee

able to understand archigecture,” recalls the

TR-vear architect. "It was boring!™
Thankfully, six months doswn the Fne,

id the oppartunity bo see Metro Shoes,
f the housés built by Mar Gandhi in
vala, a kil station midway betwesn
Mumbai and Pune, “11 changed my whole
perception about architecture,” discloses
Wik, "His work was fresh and creative —
synomymHas with paradise. It is perfect
imdigenous Indian architectsre,”
Passionate about omganic architecture
like his idol famously was, he wrobe his
fin 1 thee Tibetan Ar
& Craft Cemre in MeLeosdganj in Himachal
Pradesh
of an acknowledgement letter from the
Depariment of Education, Cemtral Tihetan
Adlministration of His Holiness the Dalai

vear dissertatic

an] was the proud reciplent

Lamn, After completing his B. Arch in 2001
Naik worked
¥ O for & few months before anotler

apprentice to Dean

stimt with Hafecz Contractor. He then
started a design firm called Organo Space.
His design for the Ebhrahim family
house in Alibaug, Maharashtra, was nom-
imated for the tenth eycle of the Aga Khan
Awmrd for Architecture 2oo7. I was also
included in 219 Century World Architec
tare by Phaidon press a

as, Lion .
Disillusioned by present-day archibecture

anil the fact that it ignores the quest for truth

amd values, Maik observes: "Tods's design

in India is neither schemee nor art; iUs just
poe, Architecture is being designed
mware with a calculator than & T-seale,”
Rexd Mars in Alibang and Moonlight in
K, Batnagiri, are atempts to balance
form and function — & Naik kel
shaoubd go together. His work is an expres

s e

sion of his spirit of banesty, for he practises
what he preaches, abways relying on indig-
s materials from near his sites. @
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