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Mahesh Naik speaks about his quest to define and
promote a new Indian idiom that is rooted in the
principles of Organic Architecture.

n sharp contrast to the main-

straam  architectural  thinking

dominated by modem designs,

new technologies and new
materials, Architect Maohash Maik's
projects ore based on Orgonic
Architecture (OA], which believes in
creating structures that grow from
nofure and blend with it All his
projects, mostly form houses and
privale residences in Maharoshino
and Gujorat, display skilled crofts-
manship and structural ingenuity
They hove been built with local
materials and age-old construction
mathods. Red Mars, Maik's first
project, was fectured in the Phaidon

Abas of 21¢ Cantury World Archite-
cture and wos nominated for the Ago
Khan Award for Architecture in 2007.

Far a moan who entered orchitectura
by chaonce rother than by choice,
Moik hos token to it lke o fish to
woler. After groduating fram Pillai's
College of Architecture, he worked
for a while with renowned architects
like Venkat Pilloi, Dean D'Cruz and
Hafeaz Contractor before venturing
out on his own in 2002, Naik's
mission is to develop projects bosad
on OA all over India and to create
owareness about its significonce and
benefits, His immediate dream is fo
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build o restouront thot will withstand the test of time,
carved out of stone ond sel omidst cascading water.

In o iate-a-téte with JAMAKI KRISHMAMOORTHI, he

shares his dreams, views and experiences,
Q What is OA and how did you get drawn
to it?

American architect Frank Lloyd Wright infreduced OA 1o
the werld, Wright based #t on the Chinese philosopher
Lao Tzu's thinking thot the reality of o building wos
n fhe spoce within, OA olso believes thot o building
must grow, as nofure grows, from inside out. *Crganic’
denotes the relofionship between the building ond its
anvironment, the continuity of internal and exernal
space and the use of building materials in accordance
with their cwn noture.

Wright followed this principle and so did his student,
Mari Gandhi, whem | consider my gur. Although |
heve never met him, | hove seen some of his work. It
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is stunning! My hands-on exposure to OA happened

when | worked under Venkot Pilloi, o student of

Mari Gandhi

What is your mission?
My quest is to search for new Indian architecture, Several
eminent architects, notwithstonding their significant
confribution te architecture in general, hove done
very litle for Indion architecture, Most are imparting
Graek, Zen, Balinese and Italion architectural styles
that neither represent Indion architectural traditions,
nor are they suitable for our socio-econamic, cultural

and climafic conditions. .

Q Hew would you define new Indian
architecture?

| om still trying to give it o form. Indion orchitecture is

rooted in its history, cubure ond religion. Feotures like

courtyards, terraces, bolconies, rool overhangs, efc are

infegral to our structures, Climate responsiveness has

long been o feoture of cur architecture - many ald




buildings remained cool even without air-condiioners
ar fans.

I study the designs odopted ond motericls wsed in
our old architecture and give them o fresh cpproach
and freatment, which could be termed as new Indian
architecture, | use lacal materals like block basalt, bricks
and Mangalore tiles but give them a new expressian.

What is your signature style?

Mome. Any orchitect following the principles of QA
conscientiously cannot have o signature style becouse
each project will hove different exprassions ot different
ploces shaped by the site environment, local matesals,
climate and culture. My designs emerge from the
sife environment, client's personclity and matericls
available locally. In fact, the noture of the material often
dominates a design.

Except for the initial conceptual loyout plan and elevations,
| dor not rmoke any detailed deawings, | work directly at site

+ Rad Mars, Awas, Aliboug

with local mosons and fobricotons. | personally supervise

and execule the projects. | do not * Red House, Mehsona, Gujarat

appoint civil or structural engineers, f"ﬁfﬁﬂ’f ff}g * Moon Light, Kot, Rotnagiri

SNk o' M  SpaySon. ;e * * Bluebell Cattage, Sutarwadi, Kollard
anly thing | demand from my client is Ar t 1 )
¥ ) I * Mushroom, Vohongoon, Pune
to leove the designing fo me and not
interiere in the creative process. * Wildecha, Agersure, Alibaug

Mahesh Naik
But, is that not tea much

to ask for? An owner FIRM: Architect Mahesh Maik established in 2002.

S i ‘.‘wﬂ . FIRM SPECIALISATION: Organic Architecture, which includes interiors and
and would want his house to londscaping.

be built his way.
DESIGN PHILOSOPHY: Evolved as a respense to the contest, strongly rocted

Yes, | know. | recently backed oul of to the site and well linked to the surroundings.

a very high value project becouse the FAVOURITE ARCHITECTS/DESIGNERS: Frank Lloyd Wright, Lavrie Baker, Nari
client wanted the interions 1o be dane Gandhi ond Chorles Carrea.

hig way, But, my esperdence (3 thal

chients often have no idea what would be appropsiate for

them, no understanding of spoce or of tha vibrotions-that
are created by the spoces, the objects and the cccupants.
OA entails that every element in o building, fream
windows, floors, fumiture 1o ccoupants emit vibralions that
gel with each ather,

Can you elaborate on this concept of
vibration?

Eoch one of us sends out or recaives positive or negative
vibas that affect aur relationships and curenvirenmiant.
Buildings, furnitura and even paintings emit vibrafians:



Similarly, spaces created by on architect howe their
own vibrations, and they should be in accord with the
personality of the occupant; otherwise, they become
uncemiorable spaces.

For instance, if the cccupant is an introvert who furns
his mental interests and energies oway from peocple
and events, the spoce crected for him must also be
introvart, providing ample light-filled spoce ot the core
af the structure ond embrocing o protected inward-
caking spoace thot furns its back on ity surraundings,
On the ather hond, on extrovert spece would expand
horizontally cutward from the cenfre towards the light
and view ot the perimeter of the house fo suggest
continuity with the landscope.

Tell us about your experiments and
Q innovations.

| experiment a lot, For instonce, in Bed Maors and in
Moon Light, the roof edge is contilevered by more
than five metres on each side to provide ample shode.
To avoid the normol heavy slab, low-cost light-weight
5B x 5 ft grids of hollow box MS sections were cons-
fructed with battens on top of the Mongalore files. The
grids are supparied by a spoce-frame made of circular
rods to transmit the load 1o the brick walls ond pravent
the roof from buckling.

Eor the-arches, | followed o new method. To cut dewn
the cost of shutering, P-inch thick brick walls without
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martar were constructed as shuttering for arches. Mortar

was used for smoothening the top, creafing o smooth
curve, which was then covered with bricks. The gops
betwean the bricks ware filled with dry sond. Alter an
arch was complete, the shuttering bricks were removed
and reused for the next

Q Is it feasible to implement OA in urban

areas and in high rises or townships?
It is possible. Wright's Price Towers — o 1%-storey
skyscroper in Bortlesville and Guggenheim Museum
n Mew York ore perect exomples. You con hove
townships, corporate offices, institutions, malls ond even
hospitals built on QA, provided the govermment and
developers are apen to it, | dreom of building on entire
township based on OA! .

For Maik, OA is not just o philosoghy, it is o woy of life;
and creofing sensible spoces is more imporant than
making money, May his fribe increase! H

PHOTOS | MRIGANK SHARMA & BHARAT BHIEANGI
= INDIA SUTRA (RED MARS), ASIM WADIAR (MOON
LIGHT), ARCHITECT MAHESH NAIK (BLUE BELL)

Contact: Architect Mahesh Naik

B-i3, Cauresh Housing Society,

FPlot No, 1214, Sector 12, Matheran Road,
New Parvel - 410 2046,

Tel: (98335 90162,

E-mail: architecimaheshnaikigigmail com
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